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Wednesday, October 7, 2015 

 

Re: Spirit Week Pep Rally at the High School  

 

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students 

 

 The purpose of this letter is to explain the current decision of the high school to not hold the Spirit Week Pep 

Rally during the academic day on Friday, October 16th.  As I previously stated in letters during the 2014-2015 

school year, the recent trends in our community in regards to substance abuse have impacted many aspects of our 

school.  The use of illegal substances, the methods in which they are being used, and the changes in the types of 

substances have created a significant concern for the health, safety, and well-being of our students.  Over the last 

three years there has been an increase of incidents of inappropriate activities that include substance abuse and 

peer mistreatment during spirit day and the pep rally.  In addition to this, a culture of overall student apathy 

towards these issues led to the high school administration to make the decision to remove the pep rally from 

spirit day.  Although the community faces numerous challenges in these areas, a combined effort on the part of 

the adults and students to change how we view the use of substances both in school and in our town can be 

successful.  We realize this decision impacts all of the student body at the high school, but truly believe that this 

is something that may change the culture and attitudes regarding the seriousness of substance abuse through a 

collected effort between the adults and our student leaders.  

 

 Student safety will continue to be our primary concern and to encourage and educate students to make 

positive choices both in the school and in the community.  We will continue to engage in an open dialogue 

between community stakeholders as to ways we can foster an atmosphere of positive decisions among students 

and reduce the occurrences of peer mistreatment and abuse of illegal and dangerous substances.  We believe the 

decision to not hold the pep rally is a major step in our efforts to convey a message to students the destructive 

nature of poor decisions.   A strong home and school partnership, along with consistent communications, will 

help our children achieve in a safe and positive school environment.  Please continue the conversations you are 

having with your child about the significant dangers of substance abuse and the importance of being kind to each 

other, thus fostering a school environment that is a safe haven for all our students.   

 

 The high school student government has been instrumental in the ongoing discussions and planning of an 

outstanding spirit week and home coming day filled with events for the community to participate in.  The 

schedule for Homecoming day is as follows: 

 10:45 am  Class Floats arrive at the MPFD south station 

 11:00 am  Community Picnic at the MPFD south station 

 11:30 am Parade Kickoff Community Pep Rally with grade level competitions 

 12:00 pm Line up for the Homecoming Parade 

 12:30 pm Homecoming Parade Begins 

 1:00 pm Introduction of varsity athletic teams 

 1:30 pm  Homecoming Football Game 

 Halftime Ice Bucket Challenge, Homecoming King and Queen, Pep Band and ,  

    Cheerleader Performance  

 

In addition the hallways will remain decorated through the conclusion of halftime for the community to view. 
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 Our intention is that this spirit week and homecoming day will provide our students and community an 

outstanding opportunity to participate safely in activities filled with school and community spirit and pride.  This 

week we will also continue in our process to collectively improve the culture among our students by fostering 

positive decision making.  We appreciate all of your understanding and continued support and look forward to 

seeing you at the events planned for spirit week. 

 

 

 

Thank you, 

 

 

 

 

Kevin M. Slavin 

Principal  


